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Our approach to teaching learners with SEN
At Linden Road Academy we ensure that all pupils in school are equally valued by having equal access to a broad and balanced curriculum which is differentiated to meet individual needs and abilities.

· We have effective management systems and procedures for SEN, taking into account the current SEND Code of Practice (2015)

· We have successful communication between teachers, children with SEN, parents of SEN children, intervention teachers and HLTA’s and outside agencies.

· We acknowledge parent’s knowledge and expertise in relation to their own child.

· We are committed to developing the knowledge and skills of all staff to manage the challenges of the range of needs in the school, and to ensure that all support is of high quality.

· We have an effective review cycle that allows us to monitor, review and plan for next steps of development.

Identifying the Special Educational Needs of pupils

The Code of Practice 2015 defines SEN as follows:

“A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special education provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty if he or she:

a) Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others the same age, or

b) Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of the facilities of a kind generally provided for others by the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post 16 institutions.

Where pupils progress is significantly slower than that of their peers, or fails to match their previous rate of progress, despite high quality teaching targeted at specific areas of difficulty, it may be that the child has SEN. Information will be gathered, including seeking the views of the parents and the pupil, as well as from teachers and assessment.

There can be many reasons for learners ‘falling behind’. These may include absences, attending lots of different schools, difficulties with speaking English, or worries that distract them from learning. We understand that children who experience these barriers to learning are vulnerable. This does not mean that all vulnerable learners have SEN. Only those with a learning difficulty that requires special educational provision will be identified as having SEN.

Linden Road Academy
In Autumn 2016-2017 our SEN profile shows that we have 8% of children identified has having SEN. This percentage is made of the following groups:

35% of children are identified as having SEN linked to cognition and learning (including mathematics, reading, writing and spelling etc)

35% of children are identified as having SEN linked to physical and sensory (including disabilities such as those affecting mobility, hearing and sight)

10% of children are identified as having SEN linked to social, emotional and mental health (including ADHD, ADD, attachment disorder etc)

20% of children are identified as having SEN linked to communication and interaction (including speech and language difficulties and problems with social interaction.

What should I do if I think my child may have Special Educational Needs?

If you have any concerns regarding your child’s progress or well-being, then please speak to either your child’s class teacher or Mrs Bradshaw (Inclusion Lead) Miss Burns (SENCo) or Miss Bell (SEN HLTA) to discuss your concerns.

Support for children with Special Educational Needs

If a learner is identified as having SEN, we will provide support that is ‘additional to’ or ‘different from the differentiated approaches and learning arrangements normally provided as part of high quality, personalised teaching’ intended to overcome the barrier to their learning. This support is set out in the individual school’s whole school provision map.

When providing support that is ‘additional to’ or ‘different from’ we engage in a four-stage process:

Assess, Plan, Do, Review.

Assess – this involves taking into consideration all the information from discussions with parents/carers, the child, the class teacher and assessments.

Plan – this stage identifies the barriers to learning, intended outcomes, and details what additional support will be provided to help overcome the barriers. Decisions will be recorded on an intervention plan and will form the basis for 6 weekly provision map meetings with the inclusion team. The class teacher then informs parents of gaps in learning and strategies we will be using in school to help support learning at home.

Do – providing the support – extra assistance for learning or learning aids – as set out in the plan.
Review – measuring the impact of the support provided and considering whether changes to that support need to be made. All of those involved contribute to this review. This stage then informs the next cycle, if necessary. 

This additional support ‘intervention’ will be tailored to meet the child’s needs, and will target the area of difficulty. This support may be provided in class or in another area of the school, on a 1:1 basis or as part of a small group of learners with similar needs. These ‘interventions’ may be run by a teacher or a trained teaching assistant. The support provided, and its impact in class will be closely monitored.

Some children with SEN may require an Education & Health Care Plan needs assessment to determine whether it is necessary for the Local Authority to make provision in accordance with an EHC plan.

Assessing the impact of intervention.

The intervention used will be those that are proven to make a difference for most learners.

Where difficulties persist despite high quality interventions and appropriate adjustments, advice and support may be requested from other professionals, with parent’s consent. This might involve: Speech & Language Therapy services, Occupational Therapist, Educational Psychologist or health services such as Paediatrician.

Where a child has an EHCP, there will be an annual review held in addition to the termly review meetings, taking into account the views of the child, their parent/carer, and all other professionals involved with the child.

Have your say

This report details our annual offer to learners with SEN. To be effective it needs the views of all: Parents/carers, learners, governors and staff.

Please engage fully with our annual process to ‘assess, plan, do and review’ provision for SEN.

This report will be reviewed and amended on a regular basis.
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Reviewed with parents on 4th May 2016 at SEN Parents meeting – parents agreed with content.

